Youth Ministry Covenant – May 2010
River Valley Covenant Cluster (RVCC) Youth Ministry Program 

“Youth Cluster” & Confirmation Programs

The congregations of the River Valley Covenant Cluster (RVCC) of the Southwest Ohio Northern Kentucky Association of the Ohio Conference of the United Church of Christ covenant together to provide a united youth ministry program.  The program will be for youth ages sixth grade through twelfth grade.  This covenant will be evaluated annually.

Youth Advisory Board (YAB):

The YAB will oversee, govern, set policy and make program decisions by consensus.  The YAB will consist of the pastors and one lay leader (preferably a parent of a youth active in the program) who are active members of a “Participating Congregation”.  
A participating congregation covenants to:

a) Contribute at a per-member rate their portion of the program’s yearly budget need.

b) Organize, oversee, promote and lead spiritual, educational, service and/or social events on a rotating schedule with the other participating congregations.

c) Delegate a representative to serve on the YAB along with their pastor.  If/when there is not a pastor the Interim Pastor or other lay delegate will serve in their place until a pastor is in place.

d) Provide adult supervision and chaperones for regular and special programs and events striving to follow the UCC Safe Church policy.

e) Supervise and provide support to the Youth Ministry Coordinator through annual reviews and recruiting other lay leaders to support the needs of the program.

f) Promote the program among all the RVCC congregations, encouraging uninvolved congregations to covenant and become a “Participating Congregation” or at least a “Sponsoring Congregation” providing finances and/or leadership.

Current Participating Congregations/Pastors:

Christ Church, United Church of Christ - Ft. Thomas; The Reverend Dave Schwab
St. John United Church of Christ - Bellevue, KY; The Reverend Keith M. Haithcock
St. John's United Church of Christ - Newport, KY; The Reverend Steve Hecky
St. Mark United Church of Christ - Latonia, KY; The Reverend Linda Kemp-Baird
At this point there are no “Sponsoring Congregations.” 
There are currently 14 congregations in the RVCC.
The Current Program:

1) Wednesday night Youth Cluster: Dinner ($4) at 5:30 p.m. with programs from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. including fun activities, devotions, spiritual, social and service opportunities. 
2) Special local, regional and national youth events. 

3) Confirmation Program administered by participating pastors.

The website is: RiverValleyCovenantCluster.org/Youth (or go to http://RiverValleyCovenantCluster and click on Youth Cluster).
